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Featured in The Washington Post & NPR's Diane Rehm Show

HAND PRUNING 
FOR A 

LUSH & HEALTHY
 LANDSCAPE

Yankee Clippers
Got overgrown shrubs? 
Azaleas looking leggy?

 Now is the perfect time to let Yankee Clippers prune your 
garden to perfection.

Yankee Clippers specializes in rejuvenating mature shrubs 
and stimulating growth in new ones. Our team of expert 
hand pruners will enhance your existing plant material so 

you won't need to spend a fortune re-landscaping. 

Contact us today and let Yankee Clippers keep your garden 
looking lush, healthy—and blooming beautifully—all year.  

Editor’s Note: Thanks to Spring Valley resident 
Gabby Nelson, a seventh-grader at Hardy Middle 
School, for sharing her experience in the debate 

camp sponsored by the Washington Urban  
Debate League.

My experience of participating in the Washington Urban Debate League Camp 
last summer was scary at first. I didn’t know if my friends would be there -- or 
if I’d make any friends. But as the days went by, I started to feel more comfort-
able. I saw some of my old friends and made new ones. I learned about debating 
in a fun way and participated in my first debate. 

The first day, I was so anxious. We arrived at 8 am in time to get breakfast and 
to settle in. After we ate, we found our assigned classrooms. There were dif-
ferent groups, like novice or varsity, depending on your skill level and whether 
you had debate experience. Once in my classroom, we went around the room to 
say our names and a little about ourselves to get to know each other. 

Throughout the first day, we learned some of the fundamentals of debate. In 
a debate, two teams take opposite sides of an issue and try to make the most 
convincing arguments for their side. One side is the affirmative side that agrees 
with an issue. The other side is the negative side and disagrees. Both sides have 
to support their argument with evidence. We also learned tips. One was that 
you need to talk fast because in a debate you must present as much evidence as 
possible in a limited time.

Kids, please send us what you are writing about while you are studying from 
home. Send submissions for consideration to Rita.McWilliams@n2pub.com

We also had breaks. They served lunch, which 
wasn’t typical cafeteria food -- it was way better! 
On some days they served almost a whole chicken. 
After lunch, we had recess outdoors. Then, it was 
back to a classroom to prepare for our debates. 
They were held at the end of each week. 

The topic for my group was, “Should We Sell Arms 
to Saudi Arabia?” When you’re debating, you don’t 
get to choose sides. That’s because you eventually 
will have to argue both sides of the issue. For in-
stance, in one round, you argue either the affirma-
tive (which, in our debate, was why the U.S. should 
sell arms to Saudi Arabia) or the negative (why the 
U.S. shouldn’t sell arms to Saudi Arabia). During 
the next round, you take the opposite side of what 
you argued in the first round.

We used cards that contained an article on the 
subject, in which the evidence points appeared in 
bold. Even though they were in bold, we underlined 
certain points on the cards, so we could find them 
quickly. During the debate, you only have eight 
minutes to present as much evidence for your side 
as possible.
 
To prepare for debating, we worked on speaking 
drills. This included reading the card as fast as we 
could or starting at the evidence points at the bot-
tom of the card and reading our way to the top. 

Debates have certain named elements and are 
numbered to make the debate orderly. They have 
names like 1AC and 1NR. Our debate began with 
1AC, which means first affirmative constructive 
argument. That’s when a team argues (in the case 
of our debate) why we should sell arms to Saudi 
Arabia. Then it’s CX, which is cross-examination. 
This is where the other team gets to ask questions 
of the first. Next, it’s 1NC, which is the first negative 
constructive argument against. The debate goes 
back and forth through several more steps. At the 
end, each side summarizes their arguments. 

There were four rounds. In one round, you’ll be 
negative or affirmative, and then in the next round, 
you’ll be the opposite and that continues till you 
finish all of your rounds. After the debates, we had 
an awards ceremony. Our team did well for our first 
time as debaters: We won two and lost two.

My favorite part of the debate experience was learning tips on 
how to be a good debater and how to organize evidence. Two 
important tips I learned:

• If your team is not speaking, you should follow closely and take 
notes, so you can ask good questions when it’s your turn to 
cross-examine the other side or in making points during  
your rebuttal. 

• It is important to take notes when your own partner is speak-
ing because if the other team asks you something during 
cross-examination, you can answer it quickly if your partner is 
ready with the information. This is important since you only 
have three minutes to reply in cross-examination.

As mentioned earlier, the scariest part was at the beginning of 
camp because it was new and I didn’t think I would know anyone 
there. Also, it was scary when I learned we had to debate against 
each other. That got better after my partner and I finished our 
first round.

After I went to debate camp, I realized how much I learned. 
Debating is a good skill to learn because you can use it to win an 
argument. Now, I use this skill to help me win arguments because 
I’ve learned how to back up my points with evidence.

Editor’s Note: David Trigaux, program director of the Washington 
Urban Debate League, says the group is planning the Sixth Annual 
Ornstein Summer Debate Institute to happen in person this year 
(COVID allowing), July 20 - August 1, at Washington Latin PCS. If 
COVID doesn’t allow, they will pivot and host a digital institute. 
From David: “We are sending many of our best and brightest stu-
dents to national institutes this summer and are also expanding 
our summer institute to include a third week for varsity students.”

To learn more, visit http://www.urbandebatewashing-
tondc.org/summer-camp.
Apply for summer camp 2020 at
http://www.urbandebatewashingtondc.org/how-to-apply.
Or contact David.Trigaux@urbandebate.org
Washington Urban Debate League
PO Box 6319
Washington, DC 20016
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