
 

Coach Series: 

 

ACTIVITY: 

Cross Ex Strategy 

This activity builds advanced cross-examination skills. Students will prepare a set of cross examination questions 
in advance and write out the purpose and anticipated response to each questions. Working with a partner, 
students will test out their questions to see if their opponents respond as they expect.  
 
Time Allotment  
One class period.  
 
Objectives  
By the end of this activity, students will: 

• learn techniques to evaluate the effectiveness of cross-examination questions.  

• develop skills in critical listening and analysis.  
 
Materials and Preparation  
An abbreviated copy of a 1AC.  
 
Method  
Ask a student volunteer to read the abbreviated 1AC aloud at the start of the activity while the class flows.  
 
The students should then divide a blank piece of paper into four columns.  

• In the first column, each student should write 5-8 cross-examination questions that they might 
ask the 1AC speaker. 

• In the second column, next to each question the student should briefly explain the intent of the 
question. (i.e. “To encourage the speaker to say how much money their plan costs to establish a 
link between the case and a spending disadvantage. “). 

• In the third column, the student should write a couple of ways that a 1AC could answer each of 
their questions. 

• Students should leave the fourth column blank for now. 
 
Next, assign each student a partner. The first student will ask each prepared question to her partner, and the 
partner will respond as if she were the 1AC speaker. The student asking the questions should look for 
differences between the actual answer and the expected answer, and note these differences in the fourth column 
on the paper.  
 
Once the first student in each group has had the opportunity to ask each of their questions, the partners should 
switch. By the end of the activity, each student should have had both the opportunity to ask and answer 
questions.  
 
To conclude this activity, choose a few volunteers to present their questions in front of the whole class. Call on 
members of the class to answer the questions. Then discuss as a class the effectiveness of each question, and 
offer suggestions for improvement.  
 
 


